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On 10 September, I attended a Victoria Cross memorial ceremony for Rifleman Valentine Bambrick, which 

had been organized by the King’s Royal Rifle Corps Association. During the reception afterwards I spoke with 

Sid Thatcher, a Zulu War enthusiast who told me of a photograph he owned. I naturally expressed my interest. 

True to his word he sent me a faded copy; he also sent an interesting account of how it was identified. He 

wrote, 

As I mentioned to you, a neighbour asked me to visit an old school friend in Pietermaritzburg in 

1989, which I did armed with a copy of our British Airways Cargo Magazine, where I had written 

an account of a tour to Zululand. I showed this to the wife of my neighbour’s friend and was 

amazed when she pointed to the white man (in the photograph) and exclaimed, ‘That’s my 

grandfather’! 

 

His name was Dougald McPhail Quartermaster of the Buffalo Border Guard and the photograph was taken in 

1927, 48 years after the battle of Isandlwana. On this occasion he was presented with a rifle, which he had 

given to a foot soldier fleeing down the Fugitives’ Trail because he (McPhail) was making his escape on 

horseback. It was presented to him by relatives of the soldier who survived the six-mile journey to the Natal 

border. 

 

McPhail was said to be the last man to leave the Isandlwana battlefield. He had been born at Inveraray, 

Argyllshire and died on 4 May 1941 aged 101 years. One can understand why he was known as the ‘Grand 

old man of Dundee’. Wouldn’t it be nice to see that old rifle! Unfortunately, I have no contact with my old 

neighbour who moved away soon after, or of the granddaughter of McPhail.’ 

 

 

 

Dougald McPhail at Isandlwana in 1927. 

 

 

 

 
 


