
2007 Society visit to Zululand battlefields. 
In  March/April was a great success. The trip arrangements were made by Travelux of 
Kent and their arrangements all went like clockwork, including providing VIP access 
on our arrival at Heathrow. On landing at Johannesburg we were met by their 
representatives and whisked off in our luxury coach ably driven by Elbin, our local 
driver with numerous trips around Zululand to his credit. This was important as many 
drivers baulk at some of the tracks to battlefields – Elbin saw them all as a challenge 
and we even reached the Hlobane Nek where Colonel Weatherley and his men were 
killed. 
     The journey to Fugitives’ Drift Lodge is always long, usually about six hours, so 
we broke the journey with lunch at Majuba, scene of the later British defeat by the 
Boers, then on to Rorke’s Drift before arriving at Fugitives’ Lodge. The 
accommodation was, as ever, of the highest standard and everyone settled in 
effortlessly. Following so soon after the tragic murder of David Rattray, we were not 
sure what to expect – though the staff and Nicky were all kind and as normal as could 
be expected under the circumstances. 
     The Wednesday was warm and slightly overcast – which was good news as we 
intended spending the whole day at Isandlwana. While there we visited Sihayo’s 
homestead, the Ngwebeni Valley, the Spur, the Nqutu Plateau, the battlefield itself, 
walked part of the Fugitives’ Trail; Durnford’s Donga and finally we drove out to the 
magnificent Mangeni Falls. A superb day. 
     The following day we visited Ulundi, the Piet Retief Memorial and Valley of the 
Kings. 
     Friday was devoted to Rorke’s Drift, which we rounded off with a visit to the 
Buffalo River memorial of Coghill and Melvill and then returned to the Lodge by 
walking back, through the game, to the comfort of the lodge. 
     Saturday was to be a long day; we set off early for Hlobane and first studied the 
Devil’s Pass before moving to the mountain and seeing where Weatherley’s men were 
trapped and killed. We then travelled to Khambula in time for a late lunch before 
heading back, but taking time to visit Blood River and its spectacular monuments. 
     Sunday was our rest day. We went to church on the Sunday morning; (the church 
was formally Otto Witt’s storeroom), before visiting the recently opened Rorke’s 
Drift Zulu Village. It must be said that this venture has been a stunning success and, 
being sited next to the battlefield, now attracts a steady stream of visitors. The 
afternoon was spent walking, talking, sleeping, bird watching, sunbathing and so on. 
     Monday was our final visit to Isandlwana and Rorke’s Drift where we visited a 
number of locations of special interest to the tour. 
     Tuesday saw us leaving Zululand and heading back to the UK. 
 
     Without a doubt, the trip was a ‘once in a lifetime’ experience. So, if you want to 
visit Zululand to see, walk the battlefields and visit locations even the registered 
guides don’t know about, give me a call or contact Travelux direct. 
  
The tour will be repeated in 2008 
   
The provisional cost of the tour; prices based on two people sharing. 
£3350 per person staying at the Fugitives’ Drift Lodge, or  
£2995 per person staying at the adjacent Fugitives’ Drift Guesthouse.    
Further details from Travelux;  01580- 764344 or via Adrian Greaves 01580-764189.  


