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Today we are all united in grief that David has been so cruelly snatched away from us. 
How could such a noble man be felled is the question each one of us is asking today? 
David’s loss has been painfully felt across South Africa and, indeed, the world. 
 
Our main concern is for you Nicky and your sons Andrew, Douglas and Peter. We have 
lost someone we regarded as a hero and who represented the best of us. You have lost 
your husband and father. 
 
David will never be replaced. Nor will he be forgotten. I will remember him always with 
affection and sometimes as one of his stories is retold, with a sense of wonder. David’s 
rousing oratory will never be forgotten by those who heard it. He invoked the fierce 
warrior pride of the Zulus, and the quiet bravery of the British regiments in a truly 
spectacular fashion.  
 
As the maternal great-grandson of King Cetshwayo ka Mpande, whose kingdom was 
destroyed in that unjust war, and as the paternal great-grandson of the Prime Minister of 
the Monarch and his kingdom Mnyamana Buthelezi who was Commander-in-Chief of all 
the King’s regiments, and as the grandson of nMkhandumba Buthelezi who fought at 
Isandlwana on 22 January 1879, it can be appreciated how much his work affected me 
directly and also affected His Majesty our King and all other descendants of those who 
fought in that battle on both sides. His memorable narrations of that tragic episode of 
bravery will haunt the rest of us, for whatever remains of our own lives. 
 
I express these words of condolence on behalf of His Majesty the King, the Zulu Royal 
House and the Zulu Nation. I cannot express my gratitude for David’s meticulous 
contribution to the recording of Anglo-Zulu history. Above all that, for his great 
contribution to reconciliation between us as descendants of those who fought on both 
sides in that tragic war. 
 
As to the imperishable gift of David’s life, I would like to make one plea; may his 
untimely passing not be in vain. The simple truth is that David should never have met 
such an agonising death. His fate is one that countless South Africans have needlessly 
suffered. 
 
The warnings of some of us over the years, about the escalation of criminality and the 
breakdown of the Criminal Justice System in this country, has fallen on deaf ears. How 
painful it is that such unheeded cries should be underscored today with the innocent 



blood of this great reconciler. As a country, there is no doubt that we are going to pay 
very dearly for the void, which his untimely death has created both within our nation and 
within the International Community. 
 
We cry out to our nation’s leaders to do whatever it takes to put an end to crime. If 
David’s death is the tipping point when we South Africans collectively said that such 
heinous crimes will not be tolerated, it could, perhaps, be one of the best tributes we 
could pay to a man who unstintingly loved and believed in this country. His life work 
was, after all, as I have already said, one of reconciliation, nation building and creation of 
international ties.  
 
‘To everything there is a season, and a time for every purpose under heaven’, wrote the 
writer of Ecclesiastes. As the mists roll over the desolate battlefields adorned by wild 
flowers, as we strain to hear the ghostly cry of ‘Usuthu’ and retell our grandchildren 
stories of bravery and heroism, we thank God for the gift of this dazzling soul. 
 
David’s race is over, but his memory will never perish from our hearts and minds. 
 
Hamba Kahhle David. Udale Ngokuthhula Qhawe Size Sibinane Naweb Kwelizayo. 
 
 
 

Happy times, A Society authors’ meeting; 
 

David Rattray with Adrian Greaves,  Ian Knight and  
Katie Stossel (Sister Janet) at his beloved lodge. 
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